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In Central Europe regional innovation strategies 
(RIS) and the real needs of end users for smart 
specialisation are too often not well aligned. As 
each region gathers relevant data in different 
structures, the SMART_watch project will 
develop a common methodology and 
benchmarking tools to improve the situation. 
More concretely, the project will develop a 
model for regional branch observatories 
equipped with a set of monitoring and 
benchmarking tools, available to all RIS 
stakeholders and intelligent markets? actors.

PROJECT OVERVIEW 

 As the project will coincide with the mid-term 
evaluation of RIS, partners will elaborate policy 
recommendations for EU institutions, based on 
international pilot projects and research results. A 
newly created network of Regional Branch 
Observatories will enable national and EU 
authorities to monitor Smart specialisations 
implementation across the EU. Technology areas 
that are prioritised in SmartS in partner regions 
cover health, life science, ICT, future services, 
sustainable production technics and Industry4.0.
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Life Science Open Space

SMART_watch project and its ideas 
were presented and promoted 
among the Life Science Open Space  
- an open innovation forum for 
Health and Quality of Life; gaining 
new supporters and stakeholders  
interested in contributing to project 
outcomes.

Highlights from events 

5th session on the National Key Specializations 

SMART_watch representatives from GAPR and Lublin took part in the 5th 
session concerning National Key Specializations in Poland.

Discussion was about 
the future of RIS and 
Smart Specializations, 
promoting the project 
and its future results 
among representatives 
of regional authorities, 
ministries and the 
European Commission.
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CONTACTS

MORE INFORMATION AT THE WEBSITE

Lead partner of the project:
GAPR (Poland)

Regional partners in Hungary:
INNOVA and DARINNO


